
August 31, 2017 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the special meeting to address the Buffer Ordinance to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Commissioners Gunderson, Bommersbach, Jacobson, and Hall were present.  Commissioner Redland was 
absent.   Also in attendance were Garry Johanson, ESO, Donna Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer, James Brue, County 
Attorney.  Members of the public in attendance were Jerry Bitker, Dale Pederson, Marijo Vik and Pat Pfund.   
  
Chairman Gunderson addressed those present stating the special meeting was for Buffer Ordinance matters only and 
asked that anyone who speaks to please identify themselves.   
 
Garry Johanson addressed the Commissioners and public gathered regarding the requirements of the meeting along 
with information on the Planning Commission meeting which was held August 21, 2017 in order to hear from the public 
regarding the proposed Norman County Buffer Ordinance.  Garry stated he felt the meeting was well attended and had 
good questions asked and felt answers were given.  He also noted that the Planning Commission after hearing from the 
public, recommended adoption of the Norman County Buffer Ordinance by a vote of 7 to 1.  Mr. Johanson also read the 
proposed resolution to adopt the Norman County Buffer Ordinance.   
 
After hearing the proposed resolution, Chairman Gunderson asked if there was any further comment or discussion.  
Jerry Bitker spoke regarding the resolution with regard to tiling in Norman County and suggested the county put 
something in the Buffer Ordinance with regard to tiling concerns within the county.  Mr. Bitker stated that at this time, 
he felt he would be able to run tile along the buffer strip and then pump the discharge directly into the ditch without 
any filtering of the water and be totally in compliance at this time.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson stated that he felt the state was taking the lead on the Buffer Ordinance at this time and he 
didn’t know if they had addressed the tiling issue in their discussion, although he felt that tiling could be a further 
discussion down the road.   
 
Dale Pederson addressed the board concerned if there was an extension that could be filed, stating that he had planted 
grass to try to be in compliance, however, with the weather and dryness the area is experiencing, the grass has not 
grown adequately.  Attorney Brue stated that if a landowner showed efforts to come into compliance, and was working 
toward that compliance but circumstances such as weather was preventing that compliance, common sense would be 
used.  He stated that the county is looking to enforce, but not wanting to necessarily bring farmers into court.   
 
After the discussion waned, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 08-31-17-1 for the Adoption of the 
Norman County Buffer Ordinance.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote, there were 4 yeas, and 
0 nays.  The motion passed unanimously.  A copy of CR 08-31-17 is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Noting that nothing further could be discussed as this was a special meeting called for the adoption of the buffer 
ordinance, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 9:32 a.m.   
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